34 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN RUN
water in the river would be diminished the following morning. That afternoon the porters investigated three of the six streams into which the river here divides, and found they were easily fordable. We tried to hire the five ponies for the return march to the Shafat nala, but the Lama said this would not be possible. They might assist us in crossing the river, but would go no farther. On this day one coolie had to be despatched to Suru with our mail and instructions to Mir Hogg, so that we had only thirty-five coolies to carry seventy-eight loads. We decided not to wait here for other coolies to arrive, but to leave forty-three loads at the village and push on with thirty-five loads of the most necessary luggage, so as to reach our base on the Shafat glacier as soon as possible and communicate with Savoye*